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Lead trombone feature with Big Band - Level 5 
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Reflection in Light is written as a ballad spotlighting the lead trombone of the band, and was originally written to 
feature Ian Bell with Melbourne’s Daryl McKenzie Jazz Orchestra in 2023.
Stylistically the chart echoes influences of Stan Kenton and Mel Lewis, creating an ‘old school’ sounding feature for 
the lead trombonist, while also allowing the other sections of the band to shine through the use of multiple soli 
passages that really explore the full colour of the ensemble.

A complete audio demo and free ‘music minus one’ rehearsal track can be found at rogerschmidli.com

Roger Schmidli

Roger is a Melbourne based trombonist/composer who has worked professionally in bands and orchestras for over 
35 years. He often works in Melbourne’s professional musical theatre scene, most recently being seen on shows 
such as Dream Lover, Barnum and Chicago. Away from musical theatre Roger is a long time member of The Daryl 
McKenzie Jazz Orchestra and has performed with a wide range of local and internationally touring artists such as 
Ray Charles, Jerry Lewis, Bill Watrous, James Morrison, John Farnham, Olivia Newton John and Jon Stevens. He is 
also a member Melbourne’s, Jack Earle Big Band in addition to running his own smaller bands from time to time.

As a composer/music educator, he is known for his original works for big band and wind band, published 
extensively and featured on festival lists both in Australia and internationally.


Website and full catalog: rogerschmidli.com
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